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SPOKEN WORD - DOCUMENTARY
FRANCE

SW-DOC-F1 France ca.Late1950s

ART PREHISTORIQUE —

INTERVIEW AVEC L'ABBE HENRI BREUIL
Spoken Word — Journalism — Archeology

Scr: (None — Text impromptu)

Intrv: Dr. Ali SAHLY

Archeologist: Abbé Henri BREUIL
Prod. Co: (?)
Matrix: M3 228320 & M3 228321
Time: (Sd 1) ~13:51 - (Sd 2) ~5:20
LP: ART PREHISTORIQUE - e
Label: (Label unknown) 52.193 & 52.194 Abbé Breuil in the Grotte de Rouffignac
Spec: 10" 33rpm (Sd 1 & 2)
Notes: This privately pressed record was made by Dr. Ali Sahly, a paleontologist
at Toulouse. (Sahly, F. 2004) The LP came in a plain, blank jacket cover and no
information was provided regarding the recording date and location.
Unfortunately the overall sound quality is rather poor with a lot of rough spots in
the edit and mix.
The interview consists of the Abbé Henri Breuil (1877-1961), the renowned
specialist on cave art, answering formal questions posed by Doctor Sahly. For 60
years, the theories of the Abbé Breuil dominated the field of Paleolithic art
studies. On this recording, a prevailing atmosphere of respect and deference on
the part of his colleague is quite evident (Sahly addresses Breuil as "mon cher
maitre" — roughly translated as, "my dear mentor"). Occasionally, when Breuil e ]
makes an emphatic statement, mummers or muffled comments can be heard 1877 ABBE BREUIL 196]
from a small audience in the background.
I'n his noted biography on Mons+“lur dXtArbeomde O0All da na Ba otdlee i
impressive, almost an august, figure even to those who did not see
him surrounded by and accepting considerable deference with
ART “%,,o becoming grace. But you did not fully appreciate the man until you
£ A P had enjoyed a fairly long conversation with him; his talk was almost
f PREH]STQR[QUE always exciting and you fell quickly under the charm — if he cared
¢ t o exer ci s exanining. soheisketches] he threw out in a
& hurried, low voice all sorts of illuminating ideas and suggestions on
E ke ’ 4 art traditions, the mystery of the extinction of cultures, of possible
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relationships between African rock art and that of the Old Stone
Age Europe. Just flying phrases and some daring enough, but in
Interview avec I’Abbé Henri BREUIL every sentence there was something to
> Side One, titled "ART OCCIDENTAL," Breuil talks about dating
prehistoric art based on such stylistic aspects as linear perspective
o o and distorted perspective. Art with distorted (tordu) perspective is
R dated to the Aurignacian and Perigordian (Gravettian) periods.
Linear drawings always preceded modulated or shadowed



http://caveinspiredmusic.com/rubriques/spoken_word_documentary/spoken_word_documentary.html

drawings. At the end of the Perigordian, distorted perspective was replaced by rectified perspective. Caves
mentioned are Lascaux (distorted perspective), Altamira, Font de Gaume (rectified perspective), Niaux
(linear drawings), I'Eglise d'Ussat, Rouffignac, and Baume Latrone.

At one point, following a question, there is a brutal interruption in the recording and then it picks up again
with Breuil in the middle of a sentence talking about horned animals. Stags, bulls, and bison are pictured
with horns but ibex are never shown with horns. No distinction is made when considering paintings and
engravings. Regarding differences between the paintings in the Dordogne caves and those of Cantabria,
Spain, he finds them analogous. Breuil discusses briefly the shelter cave art of the Spanish Levant and the
Magdalenian engraving of an extinct donkey in a cave on Levanzo Island, just west of Sicily.

Side Two, titled "ART AFRICAIN," Breuil speaks briefly about the shelter cave paintings of South West
Africa (now Namibia), Natal (RSA), and Rhodesia (Zimbabwe). Some paintings are contemporary with the
Upper Paleolithic whereas the most recent (showing Victorian costumes) date to the 19t century. The best
polychrome paintings of South West Africa Breuil dates to 1500 years before Ramsis Il and Moses. He
then says that, probably due to severe climatic changes, there was a migration to eastern Africa where the
most beautiful paintings appeared in Natal, Basutoland (Lesotho), and the Orange Free State (RSA).

The interviewer here, Dr. Ali Sahly, published several articles on the mutilated hand prints in the Grotte de
Gargas, in the Hautes Pyrénées department. It was through his daughter, Florence Sahly, that | was able
to obtain a copy of this ultra-rare disc.

Ref:Arnoul d, Jacques 2011, L' abb@D@oteeer)l , pape de | a préhistoir

Broderick, Alan Houghton 1963, Father of Prehistory i The Abbé Henri Breuil: His Life and Times, William
Morrow & Co., New York, p. 172

Henri Breuil, Biographie (in French), Wikipedia

Henri Breuil, Biography, newworldencyclopedia

Rouzaud, Anne, L'Abbé Breuil: Pionnier de la préhistoire, Préhistoire, n. 31, Juin 1981, p. 13-20

Sahly, Alin.d., La Grotte préhistorique de Gargas, [28p.]

Sabhly, Florence, Telephone conversation, 22 Nov. 2004

SW-DOC-FR2 France ca.2003
CHRONIQUES DE LA PREHISTOIRE -

IL ETAIT UNE FOIS TAUTAVEL

Spoken Word — Documentary —C h i | d- Eslucatisnal

Selections:

CD ONE: 1. LES DEPLACEMENTS [Traveling]/ 2.

HOMMES DE TAUTAVEL [The Organization of Tautavel
Man]/ 4. ET LES FEMMES DE TAUTAVEL [The Women
of Tautavel]l/ 5. LES ENFANTS DE TAUTAVEL [The
Children of Tautavel]/ 6. UNE HISTOIRE DE DENTS DE
LAIT [A Story about Milk Teeth)/ 7. LES PERIODES
D' OCCUPATI ON [ Peri ods of

CHASSE [The Hunt)/ 10. LA DECOUPE BOUCHERE

Pieces of Bone/ 12. ET LES CRANES ALORS? [And
What About the Skulls?)/ 13. LE DEPECAGE [Carving

[The Nature of Man]/ 16. LES BIFACES [The Bifaces]/ 17. LES MATIERES PREMIERES [The Raw
Material]/ 18. LA FABRICATION DES OUTILS [Tool-Making]/ 19. LES PETITS OUTILS [Small Tools]/ 20.

[ The Butcher’'s Cut]/ 11. DES

L' HABI TAT DES HOMMES DE TAUTAVEL
Conditions of Taut avel Man] /

3. L

Occ L

L' ALl MENTATI ON VEGETALE [Vegetabl

MOR(

Up]/ 14. L’ EAUA[MWATWRE/DHES5L’ HOMME

LES ASSEMBLAGES D' OUTILS [Tool Kit]l]/ 21. L EVOLUTI ON DE

Kit]/ 22. UNE AFFAIRE DE GRAINS DE POLLEN [A Matter of Pollen Grains]/ 23. LA VEGETATION A
TAUTAVEL [Vegetation at Tautavel]/ 24. LES SEQUENCES CLIMATIQUES [Climatic Sequences]/ 25.
LES PAYSAGES [Landscapes]/ 26. LE FROID ET LA SECHERESSE [Cold and Drought]/ 27.
L' EVOLUTI ON AD[@vola@ibnl okMthe Climate]/ 28. IL Y A 450,000 ANS A TAUTAVEL [450,000
Years Ago at Tautavel]/ 29. LE CREUSEMENT DE LA GROTTE [The Formation of the cave]/ 30. UNE


http://fr.wikipedia.org/wiki/Henri_Breuil
http://www.newworldencyclopedia.org/entry/Henri_Breuil

GROTTE AU DESSUS DE LA PLAINE [A Cave above the Plain]/ 31. LE ROLE DU VENT [The Role of the
Wind]/ 32. L’"ACTION DE L' EAU [Water Action]
CD TWO: 33. LES APPORTS DES HOMMES [ Man’'s Contribution]/
Rol e of Ani mal s]/ 35. LES STALAGMITES [ The Stal agmi t
TAUTAVEL [The Skull of Tautavel Man]/ 37. LES HOMMES DE TAUTAVEL [The Men of Tautavel]/ 38.
LES HOMMES DE TAUTAVEL, NOS ANCETRES? [Are The Men of Tautavel Our Ancestors?]/ 39.
L’ EVOLUTI ON HUMAI NE [ Human Evolution]/ 40 . LES HOMO E
Erectus Around the World)/ 41. LAFAMILLE DE TAUTAVEL [ The Tautavel Famil
L’ HOMME DE TAUTAVEL [ The Physical APGHEWAL AinecHersep44. Taut av e
LE MOUFLON [Mountain Ram]/ 45. LE CERF [Stag]/ 46. LE DAIM [Deer]/ 47. LE RENNE [Reindeer]/ 48.
LE RHINOCEROS [Rhinoceros]/ 49. BISONS ET BOEUFS MUSQUES [Bisons And Musk Oxen]/ 50. LA
CAUNE DE L' ARAGO ET L' HOMME DE TAUTAVEL [The Arago Cayv
OURS [Bears]/ 52. LES OISEAUX [Birds])/ 53. LES RONGEURS [Rodents]/ 54. LES CARNIVORES
[Carnivores]/ 55. LES ANIMAUX EXOTIQUES [Exotic Animals]/ 56. LES ANIMAUX EXTRORDINAIRES
[Extraordinary Animals]/ 57. LE REMPLISSAGE DE LA GROTTE [The Cave Sediments]/ 58. LA VIE DE LA
GROTTE [The Life of the Cave]/ 59. LES EFFONDREMENTS [The Collapse of the Cave]/ 60. LES
DATATIONS [Dating)/ 61. LES FOULLES [The Dig]/ 62. LES RECHERCHES [Research])/ 63. LES
HOMMES DE TAUTAVEL [Men of Tautavel]
Scr: Jacques PERNAUD
Perf: Max CHARI, Margot MONGNOT
Dir: Michel Chaumet
Prod. Co: CDDP des Pyrénées-Orientales
lllust: (12-page booklet) Jean-Claude Assalit
Time: (Each segment) 1:32 to 1:54
CD: CHRONIQUES DE LA PREHISTOIRE — TOME 1. IL ETAIT UNE FOIS TAUTAVEL

CRDP 2-86626-138-0 2XCDs (Disc 1 — Tks 1 to 32 & Disc 2 — Tks 33 to 63)
Notes: Presented for children in a didactic manner with the teacher-narrator introducing each section
dealing with various aspects of prehistoric man and the archeological dig at the important site of the Caune
d’ Arago (cave) at Taut avel i n t he Orient al Pyrenee:
department of southeastern France. Each short intro is ,
followed by 3 or 4 prepared questions from a young girl,
which are answered in professorial manner by the teacher.
This disc is intended for use by the young school children that
come to the Tautavel Museum, but in reality the content here
is far too advanced and technical for anyone under high
school (secondary school) levels. The teacher-narrator
delivers his text too rapidly as if pressed for time while the girl
often slurs over different words, using colloquial expressions
and baby-talk phrases.
No attempt will be made to summarize all 63 segments here.
To gain an idea about the content of each entry simply refer
to the titles given above.
A complimentary book (sold separately) gives a complete transcription of the entire text on both CDs,
including all the questions and answers. Some of the short spoken introductions on each topic use a
slightly different wording than that of the printed text. Each topic is illustrated arbitrarily (often unrelated)
with cartoon-style drawings, most of which are colored, but a few of these are simple line drawings, which
are meant to be colored in by a child, as are all 12 line drawings included in the booklet with the CD.
Ref: Homme de Tautavel, Info (in French), Wikipedia & (in English) Wikipedia
Pernaud, Jacques 2003, Croniques de la préhistoire: 1. Il était une fois Tautavel, CRDP Languedoc-Roussillon, 32p
Tautavel, Musée de la préhistoire, Homesite, tautavel

SW-DOC-FR3 France 1976
DANS LES ENTRAILLES DE LA TERRE AVEC NORBERT CASTERET

Spoken Word — Journalism — Geology — Educational — Speleolithophonic — Cave Pic Cover
Scr: (None — Text impromptu)
Rts: (SACEM)


http://fr.wikipedia.org/wiki/Homme_de_Tautavel
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tautavel_Man
http://www.tautavel.com/index.php

Interviewer: (?)

speleo: Norbert CASTERET, Jacques JOLFRE, & Pierre CROISSANT

Prod. Co: Centre National de Documentation
Pédagogique & OFRATEME (Office Francais
des Techniques Modernes d'Education); Paris
Rec. Eng: Jacques Geffroy & Mariléne Deville
Liner Notes: (16-page booklet in French)
Colette Milléon & Roger Bélis
Photos: (16 color slides) Jacques Jolfre
Time: (Disc 1) (Sd 1) 6:55 & (Sd 2) 7:09
(Disc 2) (Sd 1) 7:01 & (Sd 2) 6:21
Flexi-Disc: DANS LES ENTRAILLES DE LA TERRE
AVEC NORBERT CASTERET (PC-RE#)
Label: Radio Vision RV 202 (Gatefold cover) . ”
Spec: 2X 7" 33rpm (Flexible thin disc) First Day Cover postcard issued Sept. 16, 2000
Notes: Two flexi-discs with color slides, one of a series of dossiers prepared as educational aids for
teachers in French school system and edited from French interviews (Radio Vision). These white flexi-discs
are very hard to play as the needle tends to stick in the plastic groove and the sound repeats incessantly,
especially in the opening section where the music starts. To correct this problem one must carefully adjust
the anti-skate mechanism of the tonearm and avoid depressing the center of the disc too far down on the
spindle to avoid warping.
The first flexi-disc is intended to accompany the 16 color slides. It consists of an interview with Norbert
Casteret and Jacques Jolfre (who took some of the photos). Casteret answers most of the questions in a
rapi d, concise manner and it desPyr@gnées’l e@Bwur en darheheaae nhti)
speleolithophonic music, obtained by striking different stalactites and stalagmites with a wooden mallet,
introduces each side and fills the intervals between questions.
Jacques Jolfre, a talented cave photographer and a disciple of Norbert Casteret, has written many articles
and books about caving and his world-famous mentor.
DISC ONE - Side One — (To accompany slides 1 to 8) Topics
discussed — Difference between cave and pit; Caving equipment
(Jolfre talks about telephones & ladders); Grotte de Montespan, 1922,
bear sculpture & horse engravings; Gouffre de la Pierre Saint Martin;
Source de la Garonne, 1931, fluoresein tests; and Grotte glacé du
Massif de Marboré, 1926.
DISC ONE - Side Two — (To accompany slides 9 to 14) Topics
discussed — Bat s ; FI owst one bridge i n t he
Crawlways (Jolfre & Casteret); Stalactites (Jolfre); Limestone; Growth
of stalactites (Jolfre); Camping in caves (Jolfre); Fear underground —
Casteret says that in the silence of some passages, one can hear
RV 20 one’'s own bl ed@b6epsutmpliengt orr ermMibusde nos
ggﬁggﬁs‘m entendons dans nos oreilles le bruit de la circulation sanguine. C6 e s t
T | nuniovsuets assez impressionnante!li[ 1 't ° s the fl owing of our al
€nsp our ears the sound of our Dblood circu
Then a woman announces the end of this Radio Vision disc, citing the
people involved, Norbert Casteret and Jacques Jolfre, but wrongly stating that the questions were asked by
students. It is probable that the interviewer was Roger Bélis (see photo).

NORBERT CASTERET 1897 - 1987

The second flexi-disc is taken from the recording of a radio program (Radio Eveil) on the scientific and
sporting aspects of caving. This was an interview by Marilene Deville with Pierre Croissant, president of the
Club Spéléo Catamaran (now called the Groupe Spéléologique Catamaran) in Montbéliard, Franche
Compté department. It represents a rather unique case of disc having an interview with someone from a
caving club. Pierre Croissant explains the topics and issues very effectively. The short musical introduction
consists of a synthesizer theme with water drops.

DISC TWO - Side One — Topics discussed — Caving equipment, a revolution has taken place with the
evolution of caving techniques. In the past there would be several crews and heavy equipment where an
expedition could take from 15 days to 3 weeks. The abandoning of the old method of using ladders,
replaced by the single rope techniques involving descenders and Jumars. Camping in caves using material
with reduced weight plus high energy, small volume rations. Shorter time spent on expeditions; for a 500m



deep cave, before it might take 3 days, now it can be explored in one day. Finding new caves through
asking locals or prospecting.

DISC TWO - Side Two — Topics discussed — Advantages of caving for the community. Source of water for
towns or a source of hydroelectric power. Pollution in caves primarily due to man from abandoned material
and used carbide. Clean-up sessions in caves. Pollution of underground waters due to trash, fertilizer, etc.
on the surface. “Et nous avons en Franche Compté en particulier, mais pas que la, plusieurs riviéeres
souterraines qui sont mort. C'est-a-dire que les eaux ne régénérant pas par simple apport des eaux de
pluie. Les eaux sont mort.fif[And we have in Franche Compte particularly, but not only there, several cave
rivers that are dead. That is to say, that the water is not regenerated simply by the influx of rain water. The
waters are lifeless.J]A t own’' s wa sadustrialwaste @allutes the catchment zone and in limestone
country the water is not filtered well. This interview ends with the synthesizer music and water drops that
were heard at the beginning of side one.

The first four pages of the booklet give some background on cave history, caving techniques, and
speleology. Then each color slide has an explanatory text of three or four paragraphs plus a map of the pit,
Gouffre des Narines de Boeuf in Switzerland. Then there is a commentary on the radio program about
caving, part of which is included on the second flexi-disc here. The last page of the booklet has a short
bibliography and lexicon. Over a period of time the slides lose their color and all take on a uniform rusty
brown hue.

There were two earlier Ofreteme Radio Vision school visual aids programs about Norbert Casteret, issued
in the same format with 16 color slides in the early 1970s, but neither included a flexi-disc. One entitled,
Dans la grotte de Niaux avec Norbert Casteret, Radio Vision RV 102 (1971) included a 16-page booklet
with commentary for each slide.

The other was entitled, & | a d ®c o u v e r tsparrasuRadiod/isionfRV 237.d 6 E

In connection with this cave there is an interesting side story regarding discs recorded at the Gouffre
d'Esparros (Neste Baronnies, Hautes Pyrénées) on June 23, 1942 by Radiodiffusion Nationale (French
radio) and later aired on the radio from Paris (these discs were never released commercially). Casteret tells
how he and the two other cavers escorted the radio journalist, P. Beauvois, who was equipped with
microphone, telephone, and wire reel, on what was to be the historic first radio broadcast recorded in a
wild, undeveloped pit-cave. Following the "teaser" where each caver was interviewed, Beauvois proceeded
down the ladder into the 25m-entrance pit, guided by the others. At the bottom near the first room, they
struggled in a crawlway and, to suggest that they were enlarging the crawl, Casteret made sound effects by
smashing some nearby stalagmites. (Cavers were not very conservation-minded in those days.) The three
sang a little ditty about the joys of caving. Then they descended a second pit, 20m to a ledge, and there
Beauvois sang the chorus of the famous Pyrenean song, Montagnards. On the climb out, the journalist,
encumbered by the safely rope and his telephone line, kept up a constant stream of commentary to keep
the listeners attention, but the tiring gymnastics on the ladders caused him, towards the end of the
transmission, to puff like a bellows as if he was
having an asthma attack.

Commenting on this 1942 recording, Casteret wrote
— "Les disques restituérent avec une telle fidélité les
haletements, les soupirs et les oppressions de la
voix hoquetante que l'effet en était saissant.”
(Casteret 1959) [The discs captured with such great
fidelity the panting, sighs, and oppression of the
gasping voice that the overall effect was gripping.]
He thought that the discs were probably not
preserved in the radio archives because, due to the
war restrictions, the thin aluminum discs were only
covered by a thin coat of wax, which would quickly
wear out after a few auditions.

However, for the visual aids program, A la
d®couverte du g othd drimes texd,6 =
which accompanies the slides is taken in part and revised from a recordlng made by Jacques Geffroy in
this cave during an exploration trip with Jacques Jolfre. Also mentioned in the dossier booklet is an
interview by Roger Belis with Norbert Casteret at his home at Castel Mourlon near Saint-Gaudens (Haute
Garonne). This recording was made using a Nagra portable tape recorder (see photo) and later aired on




French radio (ORTF — Office de Radiodiffusion Télévision Francgaise) sometime around 1972. Unfortunately

neither of these recordings was provided here on flexi-discs.

Ref: Bélis, Roger ca.1972, Ala découverted u  Go u f f r e, Dds8i& sagiavisuel ®adio Vision RV 137, p. 2, 10,
22-24

Casteret, Norbert 1959, L'Appel des gouffres, Lib. académique Perrin, Paris, p. 207-211, Reprinted in Aventures sous
terre, Tome 2, Abimes et cavernes, 1961, Perrin, Paris, p. 294-297

Groupe Spéléologique Catamaran, Homesite, groupe-speleo-catamaran

Jolfre, Jacques 1992, Nor bert Caster et : ,EXMilanpTodouseur dbéabi mes

Kalliatautis, Gérard, Letter dated June 20, 2000, Vénissieux (Lyon), France

Norbert Casteret, Biographie (in French) Wikipedia & (in English), Wikipedia

Casteret, Gilberte 2012, Norbert Casteret Website (in French), norbertcasteret

SW-DOC-FR4 France 1999
DECOUVERTE DE LA GROTTE DE LASCAUX*

Spoken Word — Journalism

Nar: Jacques MARSAL

Prod: Patrick Frémeaux
Prod. Co (Disc): Frémeaux & Associés/ INA
(I'nstitut Na tvisueln al
Rec. Co: Inter-actualités; France Inter; Radio France
Rec. Date: June 25, 1978 — 1 PM
Liner Notes: (100-page booklet in French &
English) Jean Yves Patte

Time: 2:35
CD: ANTHOLOGIE DU XXe SIECLE PAR LA RADIO

Frémeaux FA 177 (Boxed set) (6XCDs) %
(Disc 2 - Tk 3)
Notes: Taken from the Radio France archives, this is a news account of the original discovery of the
famous Paleolithic art cave by Jacques Marsal and his three friends, Marcel Ravidat, Simon Coencas, and
Georges Agniel. The 1940 photo, taken shortly after the discovery, shows (from I. to r.): Leon Laval (school
teacher), Marcel, Jacques, and Abbe Breuil.
“La découverte de la grotte de Lascaux réveéle un des plus beaux
feurons de | d6histoire de | 6art de
aussitdt une étude scientifique de cet abri orné, mettant en evidence des

(Anon. n.d.)
[The discovery of the Lascaux Cave revealed one of the most beautiful

PREREEEEESY gems in the history of art.. Right

scientific study of this decorated cave, bringing to light evidence of
superior artistic concerns, essentially, not really magical but almost
metaphysical, coming from these artists 30 to 40,000 (sic) years ago.]
The Lascaux cave paintings have been dated to 17,000 BP.

Ref: Anon. n.d., The Twentieth Century Broadcast Anthology, Frémeaux & Associés Editeur, fremeaux

Fanlac, Pierre 1968, La Merveilleuse découverte de Lascaux, Pierre Fanlac, Perigueux

Felix, Thierry & Bigotto, Philippe 1998, Le secret des bois de Lascaux, Dolmen Editions, Sarlat

The Twentieth Century Broadcast Anthology CDs, CDUniverse

SW-DOC-FR5 France 2001
DOTS AND DASHES
Spoken Word — Contemporary — Nature Sounds
Perf: (?) (Cave guide)
Will MENTER (samples)
Rec. Eng: Will Menter

I 6 Hu m:

pr®occupations artistiques Ssup®rieures,
mai s presque m®t aphysyag3 ad000dams(sicar t i st es

away


http://www.groupe-speleo-catamaran.fr/
http://fr.wikipedia.org/wiki/Homme_de_Tautavel
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tautavel_Man
http://norbertcasteret.net/
http://www.fremeaux.com/index.php?option=com_content&task=view&id=2767&Itemid=0
http://www.cduniverse.com/productinfo.asp?pid=4591299&style=music&fulltracklist=T

Prod. Co: Atelier des Neuf Portes, Saisy
Time: (?)
CD: ABOVE AND BELOW GROUND LEVEL

(Label ?) (Tk 1)
Notes: An album of field recorded soundscapes. This first track features a
recording of a guide taking people on a tour of a cave in the Pyrenees
where prehistoric paintings are visible. (Menter n.d.)
One critic wrote in The Wire — “In what has to be one of the oddest opening
tracks on any album, Wil/l Menter ' s
with a tourist guide leading her charges deep into a French cave. The

guide’'s singsong voice and t he netha 3 ing t
cavernous ambience. Then the guide invites us to contemplate the Palaeolithic paintings in silence, and for

forty seconds or so we |isten to exactly that. “lI't nee
explains Menter on the phonef r om hi s home in central France. ‘I was t
of the track, to build up to a situation where the listener is forced to use their visual imagination to conjure

up what is happening. Anyway, the idea was to make this track inform the way the rest of the CD was
listenedto—s o t hat was why | put it first.”™ " (Bell 2003)

All the Paleolithic art show caves in the Pyrenees are on the French side and there are six of them starting

in the west and moving east: Grottes de Isturitz&d’ Oxocel haya, Gargas, Mas d’' Azi |,

and the celebrated Grotte de Niaux. It is not known which cave was used for this recording.

See also under Recordings in Natural Caves — France — Dots and Dashes.

Other underground sounds on the album were recorded in the vaulted cellar of the medieval Cluny Abbey

in Paris. (See also under Recorded in Artificial Caves — France — Carriére de Vigemont — Wood Wind Rain

and Songs CD — RAC-FR1)

Track 8 on this CD is ent i tnotkmbwn if‘thislisehe guide at thenRpleoBtlnicn g, ” b u't
art cave visit or the one at Cluny Abbey.

Ref: Bell, Clive 2003, Cross Platform, Cross Platform, The Wire, n. 237, Nov. 2003, willmenter

Menter, Will n.d., Sound Recordings, Films and Books, willmenter

Simmons, lan 2002, Nthposition Online Magazine, nthposition

SW-DOC-FR6 France 1957
HENRI LHOTE

Spoken Word — Journalism
Scr: (None — Text impromptu)

Interviewer: Bertrand FLORNOY
Archeo: Henri LHOTE

Prod. Co: Ducretet-Thomson

Time: 5:56

LP: VINGT ANS D'EXPLORATION FRANCAISE
Label: Ducretet-Thomson 300 V 029

Spec 12" 33rpm (Sd 1 — Section 3)

2 A Notes: A great documentary record where ten
French explorers tell about their work. There are
no bands on this LP, so to find each part one has
to lift the needle and fish around on side one.

The host Bertrand Flornoy introduces Henri Lhote who studied and copied the

prehistoric rock paintings at the Tassil: f
Algeria.
Lhote tells how in 1933, during tea at the Musée de | ' h

about paintings of hunting chariots in the Sahara. A French army Lieutenant
Brenans had brought back notebooks with over a 100 copies of paintings in the
Tassili. In 1935 Lhote organized his first expedition and after the war in 1956 he

5.- returned to copy and photograph the many engravings and paintings of

= . . . . .

»-'-9.—1 elephants, hippopotami, rhinoceros, and giraffes depicted on the canyon walls.
“ === He does not mention shelter caves, but nearly all the paintings there were on the
walls of shelter caves. Several months later he discovered five paintings of hunting chariots and started a



http://www.willmenter.com/wire.htm
http://www.willmenter.com/records.htm
http://www.nthposition.com/celebratingrainresonance.php

long inventory of all he had found. The copy of a chariot shown here
Djerat in the Tassili.@ n’

However, today Henri Lhote is
criticized for having badly damaged
some of the paintings and
engravings when he sponged
water on them to get clearer
photos. (Lecoguierre 2011)

The "Club des explorateurs" (now :
called Société des explorateurs Char gravé (hige) de 'oued Djerat (Tussili n-Ajer, relevé H. Lhote)

francais) was created in 1937 by a

group of young explorers. This LP album was sponsored by the club and the host for this recording,
Bertrand Flornoy, had explored the Peruvian Amazon River and was a member of the club. All nine
explorers on this LP record were also members and the names of the 154 active members in 1957 are
printed in red around the outer edges of the liner notes on the back cover.

Just following the presentation by Henri Lhote is the one by the world-renowned French caver, Norbert
Casteret (see below SW-DOC—FR9)

The seven other French explorers included on this album are Paul-Emile Victor, Frangois Balsan, Maurice
Herzog, Jean Rouch, Alain Bombard, Commandant Jacques-Yves Cousteau, and Bertrand Flornoy. Of
these Jacques Cousteau also did work involving caves when he and his diving team explored the Fontaine
de Vaucluse in 1946 reaching a depth of 46 meters and again in 1955 to a depth of 74 meters, but no
mention of this is included in his generalizations on marine exploration here.

There's a copy of this rare. LP at the New York Publi

Ref: Club des explorateurs (Société des explorateurs frangais), (in French), Wikipedia

Fontaine de Vaucluse, Description (in French), lieux-insolites.fr

Oliver, Pierre, Les Disques, Connaissance du Monde, n. 11, Ao(t-Sept. 1957, p. L

Henri Lhote, Bio (in French), Wikipedia & (in English), Wikipedia

Jacques Cousteau, Bio (in French), Wikipedia & (in English), Wikipedia

Lhote, Henri 1958, A la découverte des fresques du Tassili, Arthaud, Paris

Lecoguierre, Bruno 2011, Revue de Vérité, Monique 2010, Henri Lhote i Une aventure scientifique au Sahara, revues
Lhote, Henri 1958, Peintures préhistoriques du Sahara i Mission Henri Lhote au Tassili, Musée des Arts Décoratifs
Lhote, Henri n.d., Le cheval et le chameau dans les peintures et gravures du Sahara, refer

Métaoul, Faycal 2012, Henri Lhote était un pillard, El Watan, aars.fr

Vingt ans d’ exploration fr anljbfocasnmont P, New York Public
Vingt ans d’ expl owoldtcat on francaise LP,

SW-DOC-FR7 Franc'e 1982
L’HOMME PREHISTORIQUE: AU TEMPS DES CHASSEURS

Spoken Word — Journalism — Prehistory — Educational
Scr: (None — Text impromptu)
Rts: (SACEM)

Interviewer: Antoine ROUX
Archeologist: Henri de LUMLEY (Disc 1)
Yvette TABORIN (Disc 2)

Prod. Co: Centre National de Documentation Pédagogique &
OFRATEME (Office Francais des Technigues Modernes
d'Education); Paris

Rec. Eng: Jacques Geffroy

Liner Notes: (16-page booklet in French) Antoine Roux

Photos: (16 color slides) Henri de Lumley & Jean Vertut

Time: (Disc 1 — Sd 1) 6:10 & (Disc 2 — Sd 2) 6:29 |

EP:L’' HOMME PREHI STORI QUE: AU TEMPS NDESHCHASSEURS

Label: Radio Vision RV 269 (Gatefold cover)

Spec: 2X 7" 33rpm (Flexible thin disc)

Notes: Two flexi-discs with color slides, one of a series of dossiers prepared as educational aids for

teachers in French school system and edited from French interviews (Radio Vision), similar to the audio-
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http://insaniyat.revues.org/12835
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visual aid package about Norbert Casteret and caving listed above (SW-DOC-FR3). However, of the four

sides here only disc 1, side 1 and disc 2, side 2 are relevant to this study for they are the only sides that

talk about caves. The other two sides discuss prehistoric finds in open air sites. Synthesizer music

introduces each side and serves as breaks between subjects.

DISC ONE - Side One — Topics discussed — The cave site, Caune (Ryréenkgsagn o, a

Orientales); detailed description of the Tautavel man skull; discovery of one part of a skull and 4 meters

away another part of the same skull allowing a reconstitution of a complete Neanderthal skull; cave is

perched 80m above the plain &-®©omct iltautCeasu regdtéfdndiha alginrot e

pendant les millénaires par ces groupes de chasseur. [Sothe Caune d’ Aragno w@&e chosen

groups of hunters over millions of years.]; tools of quartz & flint; no trace of cinders or wood carbon in cave

=" est donc mani feste, | 6homme de Tautavel nédvait pa

[So it is obvious, Tautavel man had not domesticate fire over 450,000 years ago.]

This is a much more scientifically interesting discussion of the Tautavel cave discoveries than the 2003 CD

on the same subject which was entirely designed for children (see above — SW-DOC-FR2).

Side two of disc one does not discuss cave sites, only the domestication of fire, the Terra Amata open air

site near Nice, flint tool working, pollen, etc.

Disc two side one is an interview with the archeologist Yvette Taborin, but she only discusses the Etiolles,

an open air Magdalenlan site on the banks of the Seine River as well as the flint and bone artifacts found

there.

DISC TWO - Side Two — Topics discussed — Paleolithic engravings

and paintings in caves; Grotte de Rouffignac (Dordogne) which she

f i n dparticulierement intéressantes par son aspect réaliste”

[particularly interesting for its realistic aspects];

Grotte de Lascaux — scene in the pit of the

wounded bison charging the man and the rod

topped with bird figure —“pas un art

un art c bek artestest veulent gaconter
& . . une historie, ils ont raconté une histoire que

est probablement I|e a Ia mythologle deleurgroupe. [ Not simply ar

art ... Th ewart totell &stosy, they told a story that is probably tied into the

mythology of their group.]; and the little Dame de Brassempouy found in the Grotte

du Pape in the Landes department — she has a fantastic expression, no mouth.

Then the interviewer, referring to the scene in the pit, asks about violence in

prehistoric society and she responds that, other than violence during the hunt, she

thinks prehistoric society was peaceful.

Ref: Catta, Hervé Marie n.d., Dame de Brassempouy, Description (in French), 1000questions

Caune d’' Arago, Wikpeda (i n French),

Charriere, G. 1968, La scéne du puits de Lascauxoul e t heme “ de |Rae vnuoer td es ilnduhliéset,0”i re des
Année 1968, v. 174, n. 174-1, p. 1-25, (in French), persee.fr

Henri de Lumley, Biography (in French), Wikipedia

Yvette Taborin, Biography (in French), Wikipedia

SW-DOC-FR8 France 1965
MICHEL SIFFRE

Spoken Word — Journalism
Scr: Francgois LEYRITZ
Intrv: Pierre VIGNAL

Speleo: Michel SIFFRE

Prod: Claude Claude-Maxe

Prod. Co: Radio-Luxembourg & Special Sonore; Paris

Liner Notes: (3-page foldout booklet) Claude-Henry Leconte

Time: (?)

Flexi-Disc: GRANDES AVENTURES MODERNES
Special Sonore 10 (Gatefold cover) =
7" 33rpm (flexible thin disc) (Sd 2 — Part 3) Photo by Claude Sauvageot



http://www.1000questions.net/fr/arts-et-cultures/Le_premier_visage_humain.html
http://fr.wikipedia.org/wiki/Caune_de_l'Arago
http://www.persee.fr/web/revues/home/prescript/article/rhr_0035-1423_1968_num_174_1_9201
http://fr.wikipedia.org/wiki/Henry_de_Lumley
http://fr.wikipedia.org/wiki/Yvette_Taborin

Notes: Actual sound documents obtained by Radio Luxembourg at the Gouffre de Scarasson (Marguareis
Plateau) in Sept. 1962 at the conclusion of Michel Siffre's first experience "beyond time." The narrator sets
the scene briefly and then we hear the telephone conversation that took place on Sept. 14 between the
surface team and Siffre who speaks from his camp at —110 meters. The predetermined date for the
termination of the experiment has arrived. When Siffre hears this his amazement shows in his voice for
according to his theoretical calendar it is only August 20. He has "lost" 24 days in time. "You're kidding," he
says, "and if | had known, | would have eaten better." Then on Sept. 17, Siffre finally reaches the surface.
His exhaustion is evident as he tries to describe the nightmare ascent.

There are eight more sound documents on this disc dealing with other famous French explorers of our time
such as Maurice Herzog, Paul-Emile Victor, and Jacques-Yves Cousteau. The foldout booklet that includes
this flexible thin plastic disc devotes three pages of text to these various men and their exploits, where a
paragraph is devoted to Michel plus a short biography with photo.

Ref: Michel Siffre, Biography (in English), Wikipedia & (in French) Wikipedia

Siffre, Michel 1963, Hors du temps, R. Julliard, Paris

Siffre, Michel 1964, Beyond Time, McGraw-Hill Book Co., New York

Siffre, Michel 1975, Dans les abimes de la terre, Flammarion, p. 43-94

SW-DOC-FR9 France 1957
NORBERT CASTERET

Spoken Word — Journalism
Scr: (None — Text impromptu)

Interviewer: Bertrand FLORNOQOY
speleo: Norbert CASTERET

Prod. Co: Ducretet-Thomson

Time: 3:46

LP: VINGT ANS D'EXPLORATION FRANCAISE

Label: Ducretet-Thomson 300 V 029

Spec: 12" 33rpm (Sd 1 — Section 4)

Notes: A great cave documentary record where we have Casteret talking about
caving. There are no bands on this LP, so to find the Casteret part one has to lift
the needle and fish around on side one.

First the host Bertrand Flornoy introduces him and Casteret starts by saying —“La s p®I| ®ol ogi e <coe
science relati"vd Beortl ene ogryt ¢ s a relatively recent scien
by the Austrians in 1840 and then Edouar d Mk tinel890.sHe talks about the great cave

discoveries yet to be made, in Yugoslavia with its thousand caves plus much remaining to be explored in

the Alps and Pyrenees. He cites the then recent exploits (1956) in the Gouffre Berger that made it the

w o rd ddepest known cave. Then the host mentions that Casteret swam through cave siphons while

plugging his nose. So the latter tells about his exploration in the Grotte de Montespan and the prehistoric

clay bear statue that he discovered. He also mentions the Grotte de Rouffignac, whose Paleolithic cave

paintings were a topic of much controversy in 1956.

Casteret wraps it up in grand style —“M° me en cas dodé®chec | 6explorateur sout
le découragement. Car il ressent sous terre les satisfactions intimes exaltantes. Les spéléologues
connaissent bien cette sorted 6i vresse des profondeurs qui est aussi ca
la fi vre et | 16 somopuoru r d d sb“alEviermigunssidcessful the cave explorer ignores

disappointment and discouragement. For underground he experiences an intimate and exciting
satisfaction. Cavers know well that kind of intoxication of the depths, which is as captivating and compelling
for them as the fever and love of the summits are for the alpinist.]

The "Club des explorateurs" (now called Société des explorateurs francais) was created in 1937 by a group

of young explorers. This LP album was sponsored by the club and the host for this recording, Bertrand

Flornoy, had explored the Peruvian Amazon River and was a member of the club. All nine explorers on this

LP record were also members and the names of the 154 active members in 1957 are printed in red around

the outer edges of the liner notes on the back cover.

In the book edited by Henri Lauga (one of the club founders), Casteret wrote a short chapter where he says

— “La spéléologie, ou science des cavernes, est une branche tard venue du savoir humain, beaucoup plus

vari ®e et passionant e qu 6aihy dane lesleptraites de latterregd® guBiretariné me n t


http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Michel_Siffre
http://fr.wikipedia.org/wiki/Michel_Siffre

et ®mouvoir | 6°tre | e plus fruste, de quoi faire

confondre le savant. '[Speleology, or the science of caves, is a branch that came late into human

knowledge, much more varied and fascinating than is generally known, because in the interior of the earth

there is much to surprise and excite the crudest individual, much to cause the poet and philosopher to

meditate, and matter to intrigue and confound the scientist.]

Just before the presentation by Norbert Casteret is the one by Henri Lhote, who studied the prehistoric rock

paintings at the Tassil: n" Ajjer plateauSW-DOC+IFRR&) S

The seven other French explorers included on this album are Paul-Emile Victor, Francgois Balsan, Maurice

Herzog, Jean Rouch, Alain Bombard, Commandant Jacques-Yves Cousteau, and Bertrand Flornoy. Of

these Jacques Cousteau also did work involving caves when he and his diving team explored the Fontaine

de Vaucluse in 1946 reaching a depth of 46 meters and again in 1955 to a depth of 74 meters, but no

mention of this is included in his generalizations on marine exploration here.

There's a copy of t hkBubliclabraeyy LP at the New Yor

Ref:Casteret, Norbert 1952, L’ Ho mme in kauga,/Henri 1962 Deda banquise &la r a
jungle, Libraire Plon, Paris, p. 104-109

Club des explorateurs (Société des explorateurs frangais), (in French), Wikipedia

Fontaine de Vaucluse, Description (in French), lieux-insolites.fr

Oliver, Pierre, Les Disques, Connaissance du Monde, n. 11, Ao(t-Sept. 1957, p. L

Henri Lhote, Bio (in French), Wikipedia & (in English), Wikipedia

Jacques Cousteau, Bio (in French), Wikipedia & (in English), Wikipedia

Vingt ans d’ exploration f r anlgbiocanmons

Vingt ans d’ expl oworddtat on francaise L

P, New York Public
P,

SW-DOC-FR10 France 1985
LA PROTECTION DU MILIEU SOUTERRAIN

Spoken Word — Journalism — Geology — Educational — Cave Pic Cover

SC I (9) Dans ce dossier
RtS. (SAC EM) 2 cassettes—24 vues

Archeo: Antoine ROUX
speleo: Francis Guichard & Michel SIFFRE

Prod. Co: Centre National de Documentation Pédagogique &
OFRATEME (Office Francais des Technigues Modernes
d'Education); Paris

Rec. Eng: Jacques Geffroy

Liner Notes: (20-page booklet in French) Francis Guichard & Antoine Roux

Photos: (24 color slides)

Time: (Cassette 1)

Cassette: LA PROTECTION DU MILIEU SOUTERRAIN (PC-RE#)

Label: Radio Vision RV 290 (Gatefold cover)

Spec: 2XCassettes (One side only)

Notes: This educational pack has two cassettes rather than the usual two flexi-discs, however, considering the

importance of the subject, namely, the protection of the cave environment, it was decided to make an exception and

include this item here. This is one of a series of dossiers prepared as educational aids for teachers in French
school system and edited from French interviews (Radio Vision), similar to the audio-visual aid package
about Norbert Casteret and caving listed above.

The first cassette has Francis Guichard (director of the Commission Nationale pour la Protection des Cavernes et du

Karst) presenting the cave environment and talking about cave pollution and the best solutions. This section is meant

to be accompanied by the 24 color slides provided in the pack. The second part of this cassette has an archaeologist

(Antoine Roux) talking about prehistoric man and caves.

The second cassette has Michel Siffre giving complimentary information about speleogenesis, cave fauna, and an

account of his own experiences “beyond time” in caves. At the end there is a questionnaire for students to test them on

their understanding of the subjects treated here.

The subject of cave pollution had already been discussed in 1976 on an earlier flexi-disc, Dans les

entrailles de la terre avec Norbert Cassteret, (Radio Vision RV 202) (see above — SW-DOC-FR3), where on

side two of disc two Pierre Croissant, president of the Club Spéléo Catamaran, explains various aspects of
this issue. And the subject of prehistoric man and caves had already been treated by Antoine Roux on the earlier

ahar a
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flexi-disc,L6 Homme pr ®hi st or i que: ,(RadioMisomRV269)(ses abovhe aINEEOCT s
FR®6).

Ref: Chirol, Bernard 2015, Donation of 2 Cassettes, Dec. 2015

Publications a destination de la jeunesse et des enseignants, Audiovisuel, (in French), free.fr

Siffre, Michel 1963, Hors du temps, R. Julliard, Paris

Siffre, Michel 1964, Beyond Time, McGraw-Hill Book Co., New York

Siffre, Michel 1981, Grottes, Gouffres & Abimes, Hachette, Paris

SW-DOC-FR11 France ca.1973 }
LA VIE QUOTIDIENNE DES HOMMES PREHISTORIQUES (1)

Spoken Word —C h i | d- Agcheolsgy— Educational
Scr: (None — Text impromptu)
Rts: (SACEM)

Archeo: Jacques TIXIER B[] zovwms ratmsroniorss o
Prod: Pierre Guérin SON| = srmiigmageos- o
Prod. Co: C. E. L. (Coopérative de I'Enseignement Laic); Cannes —
Rec. Eng: Gilbert Paris SONORE
Liner Notes: (8-page foldout booklet in French) ILLusTRE
Photos: (12 color slides) G. Roy (painting), S
J. Tixier, P. Guérin, Abbé Glory, & J.M. Pétard :

Time: (Sd 1) 5:54

(Sd 2) 5:55
EP: LA VIE QUOTIDIENNE DES HOMMES PREHlSTOR|QUES )

(PC-RE#)
Label: BT Sonores 854 (Gatefold cover)
Spec: 7" 45rpm (EP)
Notes: Designed to be listened to (accompanied by 12 color slides) in the classroom. Children from two
schools in France ask simple questions about prehistoric man and Jacques Tixier, a researcher at the
CNRS (Centre National de la Recherche Scientifique), answers them. The booklet also gives a text (up to 5
short paragraphs) for each slide and this is a lot more detailed than the spoken answers.
SIDE ONE briefly discusses the origins of man, human evolution, the cave shelters of prehistoric man, and
how they prepared the paints used in cave paintings. A boy asks about cave habitation and Jacques Tixier
responds bhgssaypyimmgs Pr ®hi storiques n.dsontvéga s” vI®E aun tdra®e d-
grottes”"[Prehi st or i ¢ man d,theylived in thé enteance of thecaves. s
SIDE TWO touches first on prehistoric cave art. Tixier thinks that prehistoric man painted animals to gain
“possession” over them, muc h as ndrthe pnamaltthey wil fhuntAThere ca hunt
is a short discussion of hunting weapons and Tixier show the children how to make a flint tool (sounds of
chipping flint). After theorizing about how they hunted a mammoth, he talks about how they worked the
pelts and how they sewed pelts with a bone needle. The questions and answers end with the migration of
prehistoric man to find new hunting grounds.
One defect found on both sides of the disc are the long silences before some
qguestions. It is quite possible that this was made outside at an archeological dig.
At one poi niciefibDoxdogeea” ¢ &des e“ i n Dordogne] and
supplementary disc (see below), obviously recorded at the same session, we can
hear birds chirping.
Over a period of time the slides lose their color and turn reddish.
The photo on the cover is an engraving on a reindeer antler found in the Grotte
de Lortet (Hautes Pyrénées). It shows reindeer crossing a river where salmon are
swimming.

Jacques TIXIER

There is a second, supplementary volume devoted to prehistoric man entitled —
La vie quotidienne des homes préhistoriques (ll) (BT Sonores 855) — however,
the disc has nothing to say about caves or cave paintings. Instead both sides of this disc either talk about
Neolithic man or an archaeological dig at a site somewhere in France. Among the 12 color slides provided



http://souterweb.free.fr/scolaire/publications.htm

with the package are two of paintings at the Grotte de Lascaux, one of a shelter cave dig in Dordogne, and
one of paintings in a shelter cave in Tassili, Algeria.

This series of audio-visual aids for the French school system started in 1960 with BT Sonores 801. In the
1980s the vinyl discs were replaced by cassettes.

Ref: La vie quotidienne des hommes préhistorique (1), icem-freinet («COMPLETE AUDI O) SAMPLES

caveinspiredmusic.com



http://www.icem-freinet.net/~btj/H429preh/outiprson2.htm
http://caveinspiredmusic.com/rubriques/spoken_word_documentary/spoken_word_documentary.html

